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Welcome toelk hunting! This course should provide you with basic knowledge abtut
hunting in Washington State and give you a general guide to be succéssifiduld also serve
to help you in your hunting pursisi

In our Basic Hunter Education course, we teach students how to hunt safely. This course is

designed to give you an overview ofthe@idi @ | Yy R KI 0 A ( & sgediesand BoA y I3 ( 2
to hunt them effectively. This guide will also help teach youudlgame handling, hunting

equipment regulations and choices, correct shot placement, hunter reporting, and much more.

These topics will help you become more knowledgeable as a hunter and make the animals you
harvest become great table fare.

One thing to emember when pursuing any animal is that it is called hunting for a reason. You
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enduring challenge and fun of hunting. Each season brings a new opportunity toybone

skills. To properly set your expectations, check the annual harvest statistics, which are posted

on the WDFW website dittps://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/management/gaméiarvest
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afield bonding with family and friends, watching the sunrise over the mountains on a crisp fall
morning, and having exciting stories to tell when you get home.

Photes by WDFW
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WDFW offersnany different licenses thatllow you toelkin WashingtonUnlike many other

states, Washington offers specispecific big game licenses that include a transport tag in the
cost of the license. This system allows you the flexibility to buy each smgaties individually,

or receive discounts if you buy a bundled mugjpiecies package (see below for an example of

big game license packages). You can also receive a discount if you purchase your small game
license and a big game license together. Remerttiegryou will not receive the discount

unless the license items are purchased at the same time.

The licenses listed below are available for purchase by any huntettlms«eounter and give
you the ability to hunt during the general hunting season.

The gneral season big gamieénse choices are as follows:
Deer, Elk, Bear, and Cougar License

Deer, Elk, Bear, and Cougar License W/discounted Small game
Deer and Elk License

Deer and Elk License W/discounted Small game license
Deer License

Deer License W/dte®unted Small game license

Elk License

Elk License W/discounted Small game license

Bear License

Bear License W/discounted Small game license

Cougar License

Cougar License W/discounted Small game license
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Big game licenses are issued based on species option, but transport tags are more specific. For

elk, you must declare a weapon type (archery, muzzleloader, or modern firearthqrea

(eastern or western Washingto) receive your transport tag. If you@S y Qi RS OARSR 2y
weapon typeor areawhen you buy your license(s), you can choose to have your tag printed

later, but make sure you get your tag before you hunt.

Elk can be hunted with archery, muzzleloader, or modern firearm hunting equipment. The
hunting seasons for elk are broken down by equipment and area choices. Making hunters
choose their equipmenand areahelps prevent overcrowding during the hunting season.
WDFW sets the season length based on harvest rates and seasonal animal surplus psojectio

A hunter who chooses archery can only use archery equipment during the archery season.
Muzzleloader season tag holders can use archery or muzzleloader equipment during
muzzleloader season. Those hunters who choose modern firearm can use archery,
muzzeloader, or modern firearm equipment during the modern firearm season. Remember
that you may only hunt in the season that matches your tag.
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Washington State is home to two sgpecies of elkRocky Mountain elk occur east of the

Cascade Cresthile Roosevelt elk are located on the Olympic Peninsula. Hybrids, or genetically
mixed populations of Roosevelt elk and Rocky Mountain elk, are common in the Cascade Range.
Rocky Mountain elk are slightly lighter in color and generally smaller than Relbetk. The

antlers of Rocky Mountain elk are typically more slender, have longer tines, and are less
palmated than Roosevelt elk antlers.

Elk are hardy animals that have few physiological needs for cover. They do, however, use cover
during extreme wethner, to avoid hunters, or when they are harassed. Cover also conceals
newborn calves from predatorfdeal elk habitat includes productive grasslands, meadows, or
clearcuts, interspersed with closednopy forestsYearround ranges for Rocky Mountain elk

vary from 2,500 to 10,000 acres, and usually include distinct summering and wintering areas.
Yearround ranges for Roosevelt elk are smaller, usually 1,500 to 4,000 acres, because they are
generally found where the climate is less severe and where foddccamer are more readily
available.

RooseveltElk

Roosevelt elk, named after U.S. President Theodore
Roosevelt, occur in the Coast Range, the Olympic
Range, and other areas west of Interstate 5. Olympic
National Park in northwédNashington holds the

largest number of Roosevelt elk living anywhere (about
5,000).True Roosevelt elk occur in the Olympic
Mountains regionAll other elk in western Washington
are a genetic mixture of Roosevelt and Rocky mountain
elk.

Photo byGinger Holser

1 SpecieDescription
o Bodies are light brown to tan except the rump areduich is a beige or white
color.Legs and necks are generally a dark brown to black.
o Bulls have antlers, cows do not.
o Bulls weigh between 700 and 1,100 pounds and stand about five feet tak
shoulder
o Cows weigh between 575 and 625 pounds and stand about four and a half feet
at the shoulder.
Largest bodied elk in USA.
o Antlers have points that extend off of a vertical main beam and can develop a
distinctive crown or threepoint tip.

o



Hunting techniques

When going to a new area, hunters will do best to cover as much ground as possible. Note
areas where you see sign along roads and land@fjen times, landings are ngraveled,
making it easy to see fresh tracks. Scouting will revealt\aheas hold elk and where to focus
more intensivescouting and huntingfforts.

After identifying areas with abundant elk sign, hunters should focus on stands that provide
cover and are adjacent to clearcuts. Hunting pressureatsoforce elk to use ieas that
provide thicker cover or are more inaccessible to hunters because of topography. Later in the
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Elk often use these benches to bed down during the day.
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going into an area to search for elk. Frequently, these areas hold elk that have not received
much hunting pressure, making them less skittish and easier ta hun

Rocky MountainElk

Rocky Mountain elk occur primarily in the
mountain ranges and shrublands east of the
Cascade€rest. Small herds have been

established, or reestablished, throughout other ["§ 4
parts of western Washington. Rocky Mountain | &

elk populationscurrently in Washington stem
from elk transplanted from Yellowstone Nationg#
Park in the early 1900s.

1 Species description Photo byW DFW

o

o

o

Bodies are light tan except the

rump aregwhich is a beige coloLegs and necks are generally darker than the
body

Bulls have antlers, cows do not.

Bulls weigh about 700 pounds and stand about five feet tall at the shoulder
Cows weigh about 500 pounds and stand about four and a half feet at the
shoulder.

Largest antles of elk in USA.

Hunting Techniques

Rocky Mountain elk inhabit the sprawling forests and grasslands of eastern Washifgtgn.
can be located by getting on a high ridge and glassing for the Berdg at that glassing
location at first light will allowor more hunting time and a better chance to locate the herd
because they typically feed right at daybre@ice locatednote what they are doing and start
hiking.Upon getting into the general area that the elk were spottgdu can determine which
of the general elk hunting techniques you would like to employ.

ao
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Once the hunting season starts, these

elk have a lot of hunting pressure due to the ease of

seeing them at long distanceé/hen they are pressurethey will generdly move to more

remote locationsTo be successfuyou may have to leave the roads behind and hike into the

backcountry Always know how you are going to transport the elk back to your vehicle.

DSY SNJ f
Food and Feeding Habits
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Elk requirdarge amounts of food because of their body size and herding tendencies.

In spring and summer, when food is plentiful, elk are mainly graeatsg grasses, sedges, and

a variety of flowering plantdn

fall, elk increasingly become
browsers, feedingn sprouts and
branches of shrubs and trees,
including conifers as a last resort
when snow covers other plants.
During fall and winter, elk
continue to eat grasses when the
are available.

Like deer and moose, elk are
ruminants. They initially chew
their food just enough to swallow
it. This food is stored in a stomac
OFff SR GKS &NXzy
the food is regurgitate@ndre-
chewed before being swallowed
again, entering a second stomact
where digestion begingdt passes
into third and fourth stomachs
before finally entering the
intestine.

Look for broken shoots on browst
plants.If these broken shoots are
four feet or higher off the ground
AGQa tA1Ste St
deer.This may mean that elk are
using this area as a feeding area.
If you have a good vantage point,
this may be a spot to try during
the seasonSee the tabl¢o the

Food plants used by Washington Elk
Roosevelt Elk Rocky Mountain Elk

Trees
Aspen Aspen
Cottonwood Chokecherry
Red alder Cottonwood
Vine maple Rocky mountain maple
Willow Willow

Shrubs and Groundcover

Blackberry Bitterbrush
Huckleberry Currant
Oregon-grape Deer brush
Salal Elderberry
Salmonberry Huckleberry
Thimbleberry Oceanspray
Wild rose Red-twig dogwood
Serviceberry
Snowberry
Sumac
Wild rose
Forbs, Ferns, and Legumes
Bear grass Alfalfa
Cat's ear Clover
Clover Dandelion
Cow-parsnip Fireweed

Sweet clover
Yellow salsify

Fireweed
Foamflower
Oregon oxalis
Pearly everlasting
Sword fern

right for species specific food
usage information.
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Tracks

Elk have cloven hooves that normally resemble a-fygiért shape on
soft earth. An elk track is abotdur inches long anthree inches wide
and larger and more round than a deer trattkis
also somewhat rouner and smaller than a moose
track. The dewclaws on all four feet may registel
in several inches of mud or snow. Hoof prints m:
be splayed wide oslippery surfaces, or when the
animals were running.

Elk trails are often several animals wide and quit
noticeable at the transition from grassland into
brush or woodlands.

Elk are much easier to track than most animals due to theight They generally leave tracks
in or on almost anything they walk over. Tracks are often found in large numbeéisating a
passing herdandcan beeasy to follow.

acornlike shape. However, elk droppings are slightly larger, arf§’
whereas an adult deer may leave 20 to 30 pellets at a time, ell;#}

SALISOALFEE@ LI NBYyld oKSy | ,
droppings to become a soft mass, similar to a domestic cowpi
but smaller.

. Photo byWDFW
Wallow Sites
Probably the most easily identifiezlk sign is the mud wallow scented with urine and
droppings. Bull elk roll in wallows to cover their bodies with scent, creating batingb
depressions with low walls of displaced mud ringing their perimeters. Receptive cow elk, drawn
by the odor, willalso roll and urinate in the wallow, indicating their willingness to mate. Elk that
use these wallows may become so foul smelling that, when downwind, humans can easily

detect their presence.

Elk also roll in mud wallows to loosen their dead winter ceaitd help dislodge annoying
parasites. A coating of mud also provides some degree of protection from bloodsucking insects.

Mud wallows are musky smelling arfcctively being used, will haveesh hoofprints all
around. Wallows are found where the gralirs wet and muddy, usually near water and almost

10
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always in a secluded area where elk feel relaxed enough to drop their guard. Abandoned
wallows will likely be filled with water, have grasses growing around them, and may develop
into breeding sites for frgs and salamanders.

Bedding areas

An area of flattened vegetatiotihree to four
feet long and twdo three feet wide indicates
where an elk has bedded down. Elk sleepin =~ -
dense cover or tall grasses and may returnto tf = I
samespot over many days. Since elk often trav( -
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in the same vicinity. During winter, similarly s

sized depressions in the snow, often littered -~ e =

with old hairs, characterize besites.If you ke o ,. . ot

know about these sitest can be effective to set A e

up near the site and watch for elk coming back to Photo byJimmy Montgomery

bed down at dusk or getting up in the morniniche elk can also bed for a raidy nap.

Rubs

As antler growth ceases in late summer and antlers finish mineralizing, the blppty $a the

velvet begins to deteriorate. This causes the velvet covering of the antlers to dry up and shred.

As it dies, bulls begin to vigorously rub their antlers on shrubs and trees, to help rid them of the

velvet. This rubbing behavior may alsobeté& NR G NRA GdzF £t AT SR dzAS 2F (K¢
antlers.It can be quite noisy and attract the attention of other elk.

The rubbing also covers the boméite antler with plant compounds that subsequently oxidize
and stain the antlers to their charactstic dark brown colorAntler color can also benfluenced
by blood and howongthe bull stays in the open countwhere antlers areexposed to the
sunlight.

Regardless of the cause of thishavior, the result is obviouSmall saplings and shrulase left
looking like someone with a hedge trimmer went on an angry rampage. In areas where elk are
abundant, mangledoliage is an extremely obvious sighthe presence of bull¥hese rubs

occur before the rut begins and the bulls that made them mayniles away from them, but it

is an indication that the area has been used by elk.

DSYSN}ft 9ft]1 ldzydAy3a ¢SOKY

There are three basic hunting technigues used in elk hunting: spot and steatkl hunting, and
still hunting.

Spot and stalk hunting is bgr the most used hunting method by elk huntefis technique is
where a hunter surveys areas likely to be used by elk, usually aided by binoculars or a spotting

11



scope. Once a legal elk is spotted, the hunter then sneaks to within range of the elyeis dfo
getting a shotSpot and stalk is commonly used in more open habitats where elk can be spotted
at a distancelt can also be used wheanimalshave been observed by a hunter and the hunter
has not been detected.

Stand hunting is best described aaiting in ambush, where a hunter positions themselves at a
place along a trail, feeding site, or other elk use area and waits for a shot to present itself.
Ground blinds or tree stands are commonly employed in stand hundiltigough many stand
hunters sinply lean against a tree or sit on a stump near a likely area or travel corfitics.

type of hunting should only be used when you know animals are close and using thEl&rea.
are more apt to move longer distances and use bigger areas thanlfidesreis water present
and elk sign, this would be a good place to set up a stand or blind and hunt the water hole.

Still hunting requires the hunter to move very slowly and quietly through elk habitat in hopes of
seeing a legal elk befofereactsto the huril S N a  LAhBuUghSaif fordstof elk hunting are
challenging, still hunting is perhaps the most challengdwug.cessful still huntersove at a

aylr At Qa LI OSadursteds itk fhigbefdrkkappsg to look and listerit is

important tha the hunter move into or across any prevailing wind so as not to be smelled by an
elk.

| dzy GAYy 3 9l dzA LIY Sy i

Legal huntingequipment isas diverse as the companies that create and sell thEmere are

huge books that have been written about all the differéypesof firearms and archery
equipmentand what their uses are&since we only have limited space and time, the regulations
behind the huntingequipmentwill be discussed belowirhere are also suggestions on different
calibersand projectiles for each species.

Below are some suggestions and information on the different hunting equipment that you may
need when hunting in Washingtomhese are just suggestions and you will need to find what
works for youThis section detailegal equipment at the time of the writing of this booklet.

Archery equipment

Archery equipment consists of many types of bows that are commercially available Altafy.
these bows have to meet the following criteria to be used to hunt big game in Mish
State.

1 Mechanical broadheads are legal to use for all archery hunting.

1 Itis unlawful for any person to carry or have in his possession any firearm while in the
field archery hunting, during an archery season specified for that area, except for
modern handguns carried for personal protection.

1 Modern handguns cannot be used to hunt big game or dispatch wounded big game
during an archery, big game hunting season.

12



1 Itis unlawful to have any electrical equipment or electric deviae{sgpt for

illuminated nocksattached to the bow or arrow while hunting.

1 Itis unlawful to shoot a bow and arrow from a vehicle or from, across or along the
maintained portion of a public highway.

1 Itis unlawful to use any device secured to or supported by the bow foptinpose of
maintaining the bow at full draw or in a firing position.

1 Itis unlawful to hunt big game animals with any arrow or bolt that does not have a

sharp broadhead, and the broadhead blade or blades are less than seven eighths inch

wide.

It isunlawful to hunt wildlife with any bow equipped with a scope.

Rules pertaining to long bow, recurve bow, and compound bow archery:

o Itis unlawful for any person to hunt big game animals with a bow that does not
produce a minimum of 40 pounds of pull measdiat twentyeight inches or less
draw length.

o Itis unlawful to hunt big game animals with any arrow measuring less than 20
inches in length or weighing less than 6 grains per pound of draw weight with a
minimum arrow weight of 300 grains.
‘ B A——

= =4

Bows can gemally be placed in
one of two categories, compound
or traditional. Compound bows
are the most popular hunting bow
because of their ease of uséhe
mechanics of the bow allow for
the shooter to more easily draw
and hold than the traditional

| bows.The compands have what
is called let offAt a certain point
in the draw, the draw weight is
reduced by as much as 85¥hese
bows are always strung and ready
to go.

Photo byJack Fowler - )
Traditional bows are either Long

Bows or Recurve Bowshere is no mechacal let off when holding these bows at full draw.
However, these bows are just as effective at harvesting animals as compound bows (if you are
proficient with them).These bows have to be strung before use because if you kept the bow
strung it would losg@ower by forming to the strung position.

There are several types of arrows available for hunters, generally constructed of wood,
aluminum, or carbon fibeRefer to the manufacturers table to determine which arrow type
and size fit your bow and shootingruditions bestlf you are unsure of the arrows to purchase,
consult with an archery retailer.

13



Broadheads need to be used when hunting big game with archery equipifieete also come
in many different kapes and sizedlake surethe broadhead you are punasing and using is at
f SIFad 71 ky éYoukmay vt to uschaSeNiie same weight broadhead as the field
points you are using for target practice to minimize sight adjustment in your bow.

Crossbows can be used in archery season IF you are a dikabked and have been approved

FT2NJ I aLISOALE dzaS LISN¥AG UGKNRJZAK 2 5Catiea ! 5! LI
within the Modern Firearm Equipmestectionsince it is considered a modern firearm in

regards to hunting in Washington

Muzzleloaderequipment

As with archery equipment, muzzleloaders come in all makes and modeisatter who
manufactures thanuzzleloader, it has to meet the followingteria to be legal to hunt big
gamein Washington State:

1 Muzzleloader: A firearm that is loaded frahee muzzle and uses black powder or a
black powder substitute as recommended by the manufacturer for use in all
muzzleloading firearms.

1 Amuzzleloading firearm shall be considered loaded if a powder charge and a projectile,
either shot or single projecglare in the barrel and the barrel or breech is capped or
primed.

1 Itis unlawful to hunt wildlife using a muzzleloading firearm that does not meet the
following specifications:

o0 A muzzleloading shotgun or rifle must have a single or double barrel, rifled or
smooth-bored.

o0 A muzzleloading shotgun or rifle used for elk must be .40 caliber or larger.
Buckshot size #1 or larger may be used in a smoothbore of .60 caliber or larger
for elk.

o A muzzleloading shotgun, rifle, or handgun used for all other big gamelraust
.45 caliber or larger.

o Persons lawfully hunting small game with a double barrel, muzzleloading
shotgun may keep both barrels loaded.

0 A muzzleloading handgun must have a single or double barrel of at least eight
inches, must be rifled, and must be céba of being loaded with fortfive grains
or more of black powder or black powder substitute per the manufacturer's
recommendations.

0 A muzzleloading handgun used for big game must be .45 caliber or larger.

o A handgun designed to be used with black powdaluding black powder
percussion revolvers, can be used to hunt forest grouse, cottontail rabbits, and
snowshoe hares.

1 In addition to the above requirements, it is unlawful to participate (hunt) in a
muzzleloading hunting season using a firearm that dussneet the following
specifications for a muzzleloader. As in the past, sabots are allowed. Any type of
projectile is allowed.

14
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Ignition is to be wheel lock, matchlock, flintlock, or percussion. Primers designed
to be used in modern cartridges are legal
o Sights must be open, peep, or of other open sight design. Fiber optic sights are
legal. Telescopic sights or sights containing glass are prohibited.
o Itis unlawful to have any electrical device or equipment attached to a
muzzleloading firearm while humij.
0 Those persons lawfully hunting big game with a double barrel muzzleloader may
only keep one barrel loaded.
1 Muzzleloading firearms used during a modern firearm season are not required to meet
ignition, sight, or double barrel restrictions.

Muzzleloalers are a great way to hunt
with amethodthat has been around for
hundreds of years with the ability to
shoot to distances of 100 yards or more.
Thisequipment typeis the least utilized
by hunters in Washington State, but it

accurate and fun muzzleloader hunting | m
can be.The good news, if you choose to :
become a muzzleloader hunter, is that g
this means the woods are not nearly as &
crowded as they are for archery and
modern firearm elk seasons.

Currently any projectile fired from a
muzzleloader is legal as long as it meets e

This is good news because of the o g :
advancements in projectiles can help T Photo
with accuracy and lethalityfou should

explore the newoptions and determine the right combination for you and your rifléso, if you
are shooting a smooth barreled muzzleloader, you can shoot buckshot as long as the
muzzleloader is .60 caliber or larger.

< L,

cULE L2a8 g
yKrista Magnussn

With muzzleloaders, make sure you use a black powddlack powder substitute that is rated
for your muzzleloadeif you use the incorrect powder, it could be disastrodBsme other
helpful safety hints include:

1 Never fill the muzzleloader directly from the powder dtsk, or powder hornas it

couldspak and ignite the powder in the container

1 Mark your ramrod when the muzzleloader is empty so you can make sure it is empty
upon storage.
Be sure to seat the wad and shot directly on top of the powder charge.
Store powder and percussion capssaparate dry and cool places.

= =
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Beware a hang firelhis happens when the trigger is pulled, the percussion cap ignites, but the
firearm may not go offMake sure to keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction for at least 30
secondslf it still does nofire in that 30 seconds, put on another cap ofméme the pan, and

fire again.Make sure the nipple is clean on percussion locks.

Modern Firearm Equipment

Modern Firearm is the most popular elk hunting season in Washingtas.may have to do
with the ability of modern rifles to be able to shoot very accurately at very long distaibese
are several different types of hunting equipment that are classified as modern firearm
equipment.They are Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun, and CrossiB®low are listed theegulations on
the modern firearm hunting equipment by type:

Rifles
1 Big game, except cougar, must be hunted with a minimum of .24 caliber (6mm)
centerfire rifle. Cougar may be hunted with .22 caliber centerfire rifle. Rimfire rifles are
not legal for biggame.

Handguns

1 Big game, except cougar, may be hunted with handguns with a minimum barrel length
2T n AYOKSa&a LISNI YIydzFl OGdzZNENRa &ALISOATFAOL GA
cartridge. The minimum for cougar is a .22 caliber centerfire handgimfire handguns
are not legal for big game.

1 A modern handgun may be carried for personal protection. Modern handguns cannot
be used to hunt big game (except as described above), or dispatch wounded big game
during a big game hunting season for muzadiag firearms.

Shotguns
91 Deer, bear, and cougar may be hunted with 20 gauge to 10 gauge shotguns shooting
slugs or #1 or larger buckshot. Other big game may be hunted with a 10 or 12 gauge
shotgun using slugs.

Crossbows
1 Itisillegal to hunt big game with a crossbow outside of a modern firearm season.
Crossbows cannot be used during an archery season.
1 Itis unlawful to hunt big game with a crossbow with a draw weight less than 125
pounds and a trigger safety that doeswork properly.
It is illegal to hunt big game with any arrow or bolt weighing less than 350 grains.
It is illegal to hunt big game with any arrow or bolt that does not have a sharp
broadhead and the broadhead blade or blades are less than seigéiths irch wide.
1 Itis unlawful to discharge a crossbow from a vehicle or from, across, or along the
maintained portion of a public highway.

= =
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In regards to rifles, there are so many calibers available that will work for elk hunting it can be
overwhelming.Some othe most popular hunting calibers for western big game are .243, .270,
7mm mag, .308, 306 and 300 magl'hese calibers are generally available at most sporting
2 : Z] goods stores since they are
so popular.The rifles can
fire many different bullets
that havedifferent weights
and are made from
different materials.

The weight of a bullet is
measured in grains'he
more the bullet weighs, the
more energy is transferred
to the target.Deerhunting
generally calls for bullets
that are100-150 grairs but
whenhunting elk, yowill
want to move up to the 180
Lo A s grain bullet.The bullet
Photo byCody Pecor makeup and design will
cause it to act differently
when striking a targetA bullet that has a polymer tip may be designed to mushroom faster and
wider than a bilet with a lead tip Many ammunition manufacturers are producing factory
ammunition loaded with all copper bullets designed for big game hunting; these bullets
perform well and have gained popularity in the big game hunting figMleenhunting for big
game animalsyou wantto usea bullet that expends its energy in the target.

While hunting with a handgun is legal, it is not as popular as other metitfattiss is something
that you choose to do, make sure that the bullet is effective for the job yewasking it to do.
Make sure that you are taking into consideration the weight of the bullet and that it will deform
enough to cause a humane hit on an animal.

Shotgun hunting for elk is generally done within firearm restriction andasvever shotgun
manufacturers do make rifled barrels for some shotguns so hunters can increase their accuracy
when hunting for elkRemember not to shoot shot out of a rifled barrel as it could damage the
rifing. Buckshot from a smooth shotgun barrel can also be effegtiven harvesting elk.

Crossbows were made legal to hunt with as a modern firearm in Z0iébcrossbow is gaining

popularity amongst hunters because of their accuracy and spBaely are also as quiet as a
bow when fired.

17



Clothing and Concealment
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much as if you were comfortable. This is why how you dress is being covered in this manual.
Below are some suggestions on choosing clothing, hunter orangs/paterns, blinds, and

tree stands and finding what works for you is the key.

Remember to obtain permission from the landowner prior to placing ground blinds or tree
stands and if you are on public land, check the regulations of the agency that owlasithe

Boots

Hunting boots will help support your ankles and also keep your feet dry and warm. Wet and/or
cold feet when hunting can make for an uncomfortable day. Some boots have insulation in
them to help combat the cold. When choosing a boot, thinkwhibe kinds of hunting you will

be doing and the temperatures in which you will be hunting. If you are primarily an eastern
Washington hunter, you may want to get the boots with 2000 grams of insulation to help on
those frigid mornings. But you also magMe some hot foot issues when hunting early season in
mid-October.

Layering

When dressing for any hunt, make sure to take into consideration what you may be doing.

Dressing in layers will allow you to regulate your body temperature more efficientlyidéaes

to wear only the layers that you need to stay warm and dry at the time, but have the option to
GFr1S I €F@SNJ2FF 2NJ Llzi y20KSNJ ftF@SNJ 2y AT O
probably want to wear fewer layers to hike up a gteecline, but will want to put another layer

or two on once you are setup at your hunting spot and likely to be sitting for a while. A tough

pair of jeans or brush pants also may be a good idea to help protect your legs when working in

brush.

Camouflage

When archery or muzzleloadetk hunting, you can wear camouflage clothing to help conceal
yourself. The number of camouflage patterns and manufacturers is dizzying. Just remember to
try to match a pattern with the kind of habitat and climate you are gaogunt. Several of the
bigger camo pattern companies have all purpose patterns that will work in a lot of different
locations. These can be effective if you are unsure of where you may be hunting. If all else fails,
you can use the old style of greenplam, and black camo that is common in popular culture.
Remember to camouflage your face with a face covering or face paint and your hands with
gloves.

The basic idea of camo clothing is to break up the outline of your silhouette and get you to
blend intothe habitat. Animals are instinctively afraid of humans and if they see the shape of a
human, they will not stick around for you to possibly get a shot at them. Sometimes no camo is
better than a contrasting camo pattern. If you are hunting the desertamedwvearing camo
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that is of cat tails designed for waterfowl hunting, you will stick out like a sore thumb. At that
point, wear clothing that is similar in color to the surrounding country.

Also, because the weather in the Pacific Northwest is genexaityhaving warm waterproof
camouflage clothing can increase your comfort level and improve the experience.

Hunter Orange

Hunter oranges required to be worn by all modern firearatk hunters during the modern

firearm season. The hunter orangkthing has to be at least 400 square inches, be above the
waist, and be visible. It is recommended to wear as much hunter orasg®ssible to help

other hunters see you when in the field. To maximize your use of the hunter orgogeray

just decide to purchase an upland bird vest to use for all hunting you do that requires hunter
orange Hunter orangéhats are also recommended when hunting in tall cover such as tall grass
or alpine forest because they are visible over théc¢aler and increase the chances that other
hunters will see you. However a hat by itself will not satisfy the 400 square inch requirement.

Blinds

Elkhave outstanding vision, so minimizing movement and being totally concealed is the key.
Ground blinds a becoming more and more popular. Commercial ground blinds are designed
to pop up and provide total concealment on the ground. Just popping this blind up does not
guarantee concealment, so try to place brush and cover around the blind to help conceal it.
Make sure to keep the windows in the back zipped up so as to not silhouette yourself. Ground
blinds should be set out in advance of your hunt, if possible, so the game become accustom to
the blind.

. fAYR& Oly a2 0S 02y HiNKGUSR I §RG & 2xENRIGINR v
G2 Fo2dzi I F2dz2NJ F2203 aSO0A2y® S5NAff K2fSa Ay
the wood to be a dark color and put streaks of green, black, and tan on the burlap. You will then

have your own blid that is easy to transport.

Depending on the surroundings, you may be able to fashion a very functional blind from
oL AfrofS YFEGSNRAFfA &ddzOK a GONBS tAYoasx AN aa
blind with whatever natural vegetationodeNBE ' G GKS &aAGS &2dzQNB Kdzy (A

Where you build or place your blind may well be as important as how it looks and how well it
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not sure of the wind directio, there are wind indicators that can be purchased from sporting

goods stores. One of the most used is a powder in a squeeze bottle that will create a puff of
smoke and drift with the wind. Also you can use the old standby of picking up some dry grass
anddropping that from about eye height and it should give you an indication of the wind

direction.
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Tree stands

Tree stands are gaining popularity with hunters here in the northwest. These attach to a tree to
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stands require you to use a ladder to place it on a tree. But some are called climbing tree stands
because it allows you to climb the tree. When using a tree stand remember to ALWAYS wear
and use a safety harness. &rstand falls and accidents are becoming more and more frequent.

Knives
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to buy them. They have many different shapes, uses, designs, and materials. One #geg to

in mind is a sharp knife is a good knife. Some knives are designed specifically for different jobs.
When picking a knife, you will want to find something that works for you. It is recommended
that you keep a knife sharpener on hand for touching uptlade when neededtou alsomay

want a bone savbecausetiwill help when field dressingn elk and cutting through thpelvis.

Any knife can be used to care for your game.

Skinning knives have a deep belly in the blade to help you not cut through the hide. Some of
these knives also come with a hook that is commonly referred to as a gut hook. This is designed
to be used to easily cut open the chest cavity of big game antmaésmove the entrails.
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Photo byWDFW

Boning knives are straighter knives with a thinner blade. They are designed to cut the meat

from the bone. This process is called deboning.

Photo byWDFW

Caping knives are shorter blades that are useretnove the skin from a big game animals
head region. They allow for more fine detail work so a hunter can have the animal mounted.

A

Photo byWDFW
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Bone saws are great for cutting through big game animals pelvises. This allows the lower
intestines tobe lifted out of the body cavity rather than having to pull it through the pelvis and
into the body cavity.
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Optics

One thing that is paramount in elk hunting is quality optidsey can be a great asset in locating
and harvesting youelk by allowing you to search vast stretches of habitat without having to
hike.Optics will also allow you to verify the elk is legal before harvesting.

You will notice optics have a designation similar to 8 Xri2se numbers correspd to the
construction.The first number is
magnification.In the 8 x 42 example, the
image is magnified 8 time¥he second
number is the diameter of the objective lens
of the optic.In the 8 x 42 example, the
objective lens is 42mm wid&he higher the
objective lens, the bulkier the optics can be.
However, the larger the objective lens, the
clearer the image will be, due to more light
entering.You may want to go into a sporting
goods store and test out some of the optics
before deciding on a specifizsior model.
Remember that hunters should not be using
the rifle scope to glass areas since anywhere
the scope is pointed is also where the barrel

Photo byWDFW is aimed.

Calls to use

Calls are generally used when elk hunting in Washingitirelk make some noises talk to
others in the herdThe bull bugle is one of the most recognizable calls in the wdbids.
generally used to loda bull elk.The calis a challenge to other bulls in the area.

Another call that is used frequently is the cow callis calls generally used to bring bulls into

range once they have been located. It is also effective in calming a herd down if they are
starting to get spooked by your presentemay make them think that you are just another elk.
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